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Answers by Laurynas Kuzavas, CEO of SIRIN Development 

Have there been any negotiations with the Riga City Council, airport/MoT regarding the fact that this land is needed for the airport before privatization? If there is - with whom, for what;
In our communication with the authorities, we were under the impression that the airport does not need this land. At the suggestion of the Ministry of Transport, together with the representatives of the airport, we prepared a synergy study to examine how our project could contribute to the airport's development plans, i.e. directly benefit the airport itself, and we presented these plans to the Ministry of Transport. 

All this took place between November 2022 and January 2023, but the situation has not changed.

In addition, the airport has agreed to our project plan with us, showing that it has no objection to the project.

[bookmark: _Hlk160789427]How to understand the twice mentioning (2.7 and 4.8.2) in the purchase agreement that the land is located in the territory necessary for the further development of the airport - what does this point mean, determine, etc. in the opinion of the buyer.
In the airport's public strategic plans, the land we were planning to acquire - together with other land already privatised and acquired by private buyers - is not included in the planned development area. It is marked as one that would be good to have. Moreover, our project is not in conflict with the airport's development, but rather synergistically supports it, providing the airport with additional logistical opportunities.

If today a decision is made to revoke the privatization, what will be your actions?
We are surprised by this decision of the Riga City Council. We have spent a lot of time, energy and investment on this project. We have presented it to the Ministry, the Riga City Council, worked with the airport on a study on possible synergies and cooperation, etc.

This project would be of great benefit not only to us, but also to the city of Riga - the logistics park we have built would house dozens of companies and create around a thousand new jobs. All this would result in taxes to the city budget amounting to several million euros annually. So far, it seems that everyone has lost out in this situation, from ordinary citizens, to the city itself, and to the country's investment climate.

We are currently consulting lawyers on our next steps. We will make a decision only after weighing everything calmly. Also, we hope that we will be able to meet with the representatives of the municipality to discuss this controversial situation calmly.

Since there were problems with the registration of land plots in the land register, in connection with the objections of the MoT, have you tried to resolve this situation in any way in the municipality and the ministry, including in any connection with the involvement of Jānis Vaivodas and Jānis Meirans mentioned in the bribery scandal?
Since the tender, we have been in communication with the authorities through official channels, to show that we are not a casual buyer, but a multinational company that knows what it is doing and is coming up with a win-win project.

We have a strong policy of transparency, which is why all our communications have been public: most of our communications have been in writing, and the few face-to-face meetings have been purely public and official. In one meeting with the Ministry of Transport at the beginning of February this year, Janis Meirans was one of the Ministry's representatives. There were no meetings with Janis Vaivods.
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And about Pavels Tomilins: 

We know Pavel Tomilins as the CEO of “Ošānis” SIA. We had a contractual relationship with her.

Looking at the information for the upcoming auction of the land near the airport, we have seen that a road is planned to be built through the land (total area of 389 394 m2) in the future, dividing the plots into 2 unequal parts: 20 plots on one side of the road and 2 plots on the other. This meant that we would not be able to build a logistics centre with a unified and modern concept across the whole area.

Therefore, in 2022, before the auction process started, we signed a preliminary agreement to sell the 2 plots on the other side of the road (total area 52 810 m2), where we would not be able to develop the project, to “Ošānis” in case of success.

After we won the auction, “Ošānis” made an advance payment as agreed in the contract. We cannot disclose the amount of the advance due to contractual confidentiality requirements.

We cannot say whether P. Tomilins plays any role in the investigation. This question should be addressed to the investigating authority.

As a multinational company, our focus is on long-term and stable operations, so we hope that he does not appear as a suspect or in a similar capacity in the investigation. This would be in contradiction with our company's business conduct rules and practices.
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